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sympathy and heartfelt sorrow to those af-
fected by these senseless acts of violence.
The Federal Government is committed to as-
sist employees and their families in respond-
ing to this tragedy.

As part of this effort, I ask the heads of
executive departments and agencies having
Federal civilian employees affected by the
bombings (including Foreign Service Na-
tional employees) to excuse from duty, with-
out charge to leave or loss of pay, any such
employee who is prevented from reporting
to work or faced with a personal emergency
because of the bombings and who can be
spared from his or her usual responsibilities.
This policy should also be applied to any em-
ployee who is needed for security, relief, or
recovery efforts as authorized by the chief
of mission at each embassy.

I am also directing the Office of Personnel
Management to establish an emergency leave
transfer program under which employees in
any executive agency may donate unused an-
nual leave for transfer to employees of the
same or other agencies who were adversely
affected by the bombings and who need ad-
ditional time off for recovery. Workers’ com-
pensation benefits are available in the case
of Federal employees who were injured or
killed in the bombing, as are certain other
benefits. I am further directing the Office
of Personnel Management and the Depart-
ment of Labor to provide additional informa-
tion and assistance as appropriate.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Memorial Service for
Victims of the Embassy Bombings in
Kenya and Tanzania at Andrews Air
Force Base, Maryland
August 13, 1998

To the members of the families here, Sec-
retary Albright, Secretary Cohen, members
of the Cabinet, Members of Congress, lead-
ers of the Armed Forces, members of the
diplomatic corps, friends, and we say a spe-
cial appreciation to the representatives here
from Kenya and Tanzania.

Every person here today would pray not
to be here. But we could not be anywhere
else, for we come to honor 12 proud sons

and daughters who perished half a world
away but never left America behind, who car-
ried with them the love of their families, the
respect of their countrymen, and above all,
the ideals for which America stands. They
perished in the service of the country for
which they gave so much in life.

To their families and friends, the rest of
your fellow Americans have learned a little
bit about your loved ones in the past few
days. Of course, we will never know them
as you did or remember them as you will,
as a new baby, a proud graduate, a beaming
bride or groom, a reassuring voice on the
phone from across the ocean, a tired but
happy traveler at an airport, bags stuffed with
gifts, arms outstretched. Nothing can bring
them back, but nothing can erase the lives
they led, the difference they made, the joy
they brought.

We can only hope that even in grief you
can take pride and solace in the gratitude
all the rest of us have for the service they
gave.

The men and women who serve in our
Embassies all around this world do hard work
that is not always fully appreciated and not
even understood by many of their fellow
Americans. They protect our interests and
promote our values abroad. They are dip-
lomats and doctors and drivers, bookkeepers
and technicians and military guards. Far from
home, they endure hardships, often at great
risk.

These 12 Americans came from diverse
backgrounds. If you see their pictures, you
know they are a portrait of America today
and of America’s tomorrow. But as different
as they were, each of them had an adventur-
ous spirit, a generous soul. Each relished the
chance to see the world and to make it better.

They were: a senior diplomat I had the
honor to meet twice, and his son, who proud-
ly worked alongside him this summer; a
budget officer, a wife and mother who had
just spent her vacation caring for her aged
parents; a State Department worker who
looked forward to being back home with her
new grandson; a Foreign Service officer born
in India who became an American citizen
and traveled the world with her family for
her new country; a Marine sergeant, the son
of very proud parents; an Air Force sergeant
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who followed in her own father’s footsteps;
an epidemiologist who loved her own chil-
dren and worked to save Africa’s children
from disease and death; an Embassy adminis-
trator who married a Kenyan and stayed in
close touch with her children back in Amer-
ica; a Foreign Service officer and mother of
three children, including a baby girl; a For-
eign Service member who was an extraor-
dinarily accomplished jazz musician and de-
voted husband; an Army sergeant, a veteran
of the Gulf war, a husband, a father, who
told his own father that if anything ever hap-
pened to him, he wanted his ashes scattered
in the Pacific off Big Sur because that was
where he had met his beloved wife.

What one classmate said to me of his
friend today we can say of all of them: They
were what America is all about.

We also remember today the Kenyans and
Tanzanians who have suffered great loss. We
are grateful for your loved ones who worked
alongside us in our Embassies. And we are
grateful for your extraordinary efforts in great
pain in the wake of this tragedy. We pray
for the speedy recovery of all the injured,
Americans and Africans alike.

No matter what it takes, we must find
those responsible for these evil acts and see
that justice is done. There may be more hard
road ahead, for terrorists target America be-
cause we act and stand for peace and democ-
racy, because the spirit of our country is the
very spirit of freedom. It is the burden of
our history and the bright hope of the world’s
future.

We must honor the memory of those we
mourn today by pressing the cause of free-
dom and justice for which they lived. We
must continue to stand strong for freedom
on every continent. America will not retreat
from the world and all its promise, nor shrink
from our responsibility to stand against terror
and with the friends of freedom everywhere.
We owe it to those we honor today.

As it is written: ‘‘Their righteous deeds
have not been forgotten. Their glory will not
be blotted out. Their bodies were buried in
peace, but their names shall live forever.’’

Sergeant Jesse Nathan Aliganga.
Julian Bartley, Sr.
Julian Bartley, Jr.
Jean Dalizu.

Molly Huckaby Hardy.
Sergeant Kenneth Hobson.
Prabhi Guptara Kavaler.
Arlene Kirk.
Dr. Mary Louise Martin.
Ann Michelle O’Connor.
Senior Master Sergeant Sherry Lynn Olds.
Uttamlal ‘‘Tom’’ Shah.
May they find peace in the warm embrace

of God. And may God give peace to those
who loved them, and bless their beloved
country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. at Hang-
ar 3. The transcript made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Secretary of Defense William Cohen and Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright.

Statement on Signing the
Biomaterials Access Assurance Act of
1998
August 13, 1998

I am pleased to sign today the Biomaterials
Access Assurance Act of 1998, which should
help to ensure the continued availability of
life-saving and life-enhancing medical de-
vices. The bill protects certain raw materials
and parts suppliers from liability for harm
caused by a medical implant. Congress heard
evidence that these biomaterials suppliers
are increasingly unwilling to sell their goods
to implant manufacturers. Although these
suppliers have never been found liable, they
fear that their costs to defend themselves,
if dragged into litigation over the medical de-
vice, would far outweigh the profits they
would earn from supplying the raw materials.
But without those materials, Americans
would have to live without the heart valves,
jaw implants, artificial hips, and other medi-
cal devices (including many not yet imag-
ined) that can help the victims of disease and
injury stay alive or improve the quality of
their lives.

This bill addresses concerns that I raised,
when I vetoed the product liability bill in
1996, about that bill’s biomaterials provision.
This bill is very narrowly crafted to accom-
plish its specific objective—maintaining the
supply of biomaterials.
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